[ write this editorial try’s ram~swept Godlva
Weekend and the Society’ 8 appearance both at the Life and |
[imes exlubmon and oon local radlo Recogmtlon at last!!

Ahat struck me during the course of the exhxbxuon was the
way in which the Society had built up its reputatlon and it
‘onnections with other groups, and that enquiries about the
work of the Society continue to grow. The Society’s exhi
lisplay certainly attracts considerable interest, not least bec
f the high quahty of Mark Abbott's photographs Perhaps
1ext stage is the creation of a WIAS websnte, with- e-mails |

he inter-ci-ty eXpr’
Various initiatives co
his i issue. The indef

From Long List to Short List to Gazetteer

One of the main aims of the Society is to produce a Gazetteer
of sites in our area. What struck us fairly quickly was that we
could not leap straight into the production of a Gazetteer. We
needed a list from which to work, and such a list had to be
simple to produce, with the minimum of information, so that
as many members as possible could be involved. Although
the task has seemed very daunting at times, there now has
been sufficient progress to report that 350 sites have been
recorded, albeit in the briefest of forms. This article puts in
place some of the background to the process, although readers
are referred to Issue Seven of Retort! which first launched the
Gazetteer.Industrial activity has no regard for political
boundaries, and the eventual choice of coverage has been
inevitably arbitrary. It would be impossible to leave out
Coventry in our survey, and some parts of Solihull fit well
with the county even though most of the town tends to have
much closer links with Birmingham. We did not feel that we
could spread our activities to cover Birmingham. So we
decided that the survey should be of Coventry, Solihull and
Warwickshire. Within Warwickshire, the various Districts
have been used as a basis for classification, and so we settled
on the following list of abbreviations.

cov Coventry

SOL Solihull

Warwickshire:

WNO North Warwickshire District

WNU Bedworth and Nuneaton District

WRU Rugby District '

WST Stratford District

WWA Warwick District

Z Transport route covering several Districts
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Each site is then given a more specific location (e.g village),
and this is supported by a Grid Reference. Given the maps
available to most members, location by parish is too difficult a
process. A brief statement of the nature of the site is made and
it is placed within the relevant industry. The industries try to
follow the IRIS classification wherever possible. Just to
illustrate the process, an example is shown on the following
pages. In the first case (part of) the alphabetical list for
Warwick within WWA (Warwick District of Warwickshire) is
shown, and in the second instance a different sorting from the
database reshuffles sites and shows them by industry, in this
case textiles, again listed alphabetically.

The ‘long list’ will be available at the monthly meetings and it
is to be hoped that members will be able to add extra sites. The
list is a provisional first attempt, with no guarantee over
accuracy, and coverage certainly far from comprehensive. It
has been produced on the basis that we had to start
somewhere. I am grateful for all contributions made so far.

A copy of sites listed for an area will be sent to the relevant
local history society or equivalent group covering that area in
order to boost coverage. Again, the simplicity of the form
should aid contributions. We shall also emphasise the need to
focus attention on sites that remain.

Having gathered this ‘long list’, the most significant sites will
then have to be selected and these will form the basis of the

Gazetteer. Within the Gazetteer, each of these sites will carry a.

brief description plus status, again according to the pattern
established in the AIA Surveys. It will be organised by District
so that anyone visiting the area can easily see what is
significant in a particular locality. '
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District Local

Grid Ref

Industry
HTrans: Canal/River HSP 3016

Site .

| |[Avon aqueduct, Warwick

WWA|Warwick
[WWA| Warwick
WWA|Warwick
WWA|Warwick

@ IWWA[ Marwick

| pP 2836
| 6P 2796

| Catering

| ICoffee Tavern, Warwick

| Eng: Motor

| |Donald Healey factory, Lock Lane.

| 6P 2976
| 5P 2876
| 6P 2786

-[ EP 2926

W [Trans: Canal

! |Emscote Old Wharf

||Glover's foundry, Coventry Road

| [Law: Prison
j |Food: Cormn

| [Governor's House
~ ||Guy’s Cliffe watermill

IWWA] Warwick
[WWAI [Warwick
[WWA’ Marwick

WWA| Warwick

| 5P 2856
| BP 2806

J ﬁP 2956,

| llcemaking

I ﬂce house, Warwick Castle

| [Ceafiela Bridge

| [Trans: Road

| Housing

| Nelson company housing, Charles Street

WWA|Warwick

| P 2956
| 6P 2846

| pP 2816

[ |Animal: Gelatine

| Com

| Nelson’s Gelatine Factory, Warwick

[WWA] Marwick -
IWWAI [Warwick
[WWA| [Warwick

j [PTIIar box, Eastgate

An abstract from the Long List, showing (some of) the sites from Warwick

j |f’illar box, Westgate.

within the Warwick District of Warwickshire (WWA: Warwick)



Grid Ref.

| [BP 3358(

"] [Textile; watches etc | 5P 3377

\sPaam
[

| SP 50877

l fl‘extile:Cotton; Comn ‘ FP 3016¢

| P 3467

|

B

]

| [I’extile/ Chemical

[ rl'extiles

| extiles: hatmaking | 7

Industry " .

~ |[Textile

| Textiles

| frextile/Chemical

" | [Former) Symington’s Corset factory, Spring St. | [Textiles: clothing

] [Rock watermill

] [Textile/Chemical

. | [rextiles

J [l'exﬁle; Ribbon

ustry, in this case textiles.-

| New Buildings, off Trinity St. (topshops)

| Herbert Art Gallery and Museum

| [Cash’s factory & houses
| [Topshops, Far Gosford Street.

Site

| Ribbon-weaving premises,Berkeley Road South | [Textile: Ribbon

|[Courtalds Factory, Little Heath.
| [Topshops, Lower Holyhead Road.

| Topshops, Hillfields, Coventry
|[Vero & Everitt hat factory
| |Courtaulds factory, Nuneaton

/AN apsuact ITom tne LONg LISt, showing (some of) the sites
~ listed alphabetically by ind
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District Local

ICOV |[Great Heath | |Courtalds factory, Foleshill Road.

ICOV |Hillfields

[COV |[Coventry
ICOV | (Coventry
[COV ||Coventry
ICOV | [Earlsdon
ICOV |[Little Heath
OV | s
IWNO | |Atherstone
WNU | Nuneaton
WRU | Roghy
WWA| Milverton

[COV ] Covertey

S

As many members will know, the Society has more than a
passing interest in brickmaking. We are not the first to come
to the scene, however, and about twenty years ago a group
from within the Coventry and District Archaeological Society
carried out a survey of brickmaking in Coventry.

A small pamphlet was produced under the leadership of Wilf
Hopley. We feel that his work should come to the attention of
a wider audience, and the following is a transcript of that
pamphlet. We are grateful to the group for their original
research. No alterations have been made to the text, even
though it is clear that much has changed.

A History in Brick

THE STORY OF THE
COVENTRY BRICK INDUSTRY

by
W. Hopley

Documentary evidence is very sparse, due to the destruction
of many records by enemy action in World War II. The report
is based on Ordnance Survey maps, interviews, intensive
field-walking and the examination of many thousands of
bricks on demolition sites all over the city.

Tiles were made at Potters Harnall and Stoke in the 14th.
century. The remains of a kiln were found when Harefied
Road was being constructed in 1930.



- The first written reference to brick making is an entry in the
Coventry Leet Book in 1542. Brick makers were required to
make their bricks a standard 10”/5”/2” under pain of a heavy
fine. Records refer to a brick-kiln in Foleshill in 1775 and ‘The
History of Stoke’ records that the lords of the manor of Stoke
were renting out clay and sand-pits on Stoke Heath for brick
making at 1/6d. per 1000 bricks made. Clay Lane may have
derived it’s name from this.

Street and place-names are! pointers to localities where the
industry was carried on - Leicester Street, Gulson Road and
Broad Street were all called Brick Kiln Lane at various times in
the 17th. and 18th. centuries. There are still brick yard
plantations at Rowley Road, Baginton and Gibbet Hill Road,
Westwood. The latter is the site of the Stoneleigh Estate brick
yard, where a substantial building still remains, with 1873 on
the gable and the bricks stamped ‘Lord Leigh’. With the
exception of the above two sites and the factory of W.
Tomlinson of Barkers Butts Lane, Coundon, the main
concentrations of brick yards lay to the east of Coventry,
following the main seam of Keuper Marl. Exhall, Victoria,
Hawkesbury and Wyken Collieries produced bricks as a
sideline to their main business throughout the 19th. century.
It was a profitable way to use up what would otherwise have
been waste products. No physical remains of brick making can
be seen on these sites at the present time, but Victoria Colliery
bricks have been found on a site near Victoria Farm.

Several yards carried on brickmaking in Longford and a
building in Oban Road marks the site of the Foleshill Brick
and Tile Co. (1850-1935). Many bricks of the name were found
on this and other sites. .

‘In 1850, seven brickfields existed in the south of Primrose Hill

in one area known as Spitalmoor, now built on and occupied
by Paynes Lane, Days Lane, East Street and Canterbury Street.
Most of the bricks used in the extensive construction
programme when the Hillfields and Chapelfields districts
were built came from these brick yards. William Day worked
in Days Lane, ]. Priestly at Priestly’s Bridge (the latter yard was
subsequently owned by J. Snow, then Snow and Wilkins,
Wilkins and Webster, Webster and Hemmings and today by
Hemmings and Son and is the only yard still in operation).

J. Snow supplied bricks for the building of the steam-flour-
mill in Cox street and took part in the banquet at the top of the
chimney for the opening ceremony; in 1854. He also supplied
the bricks to build the Britannia Street area. No bricks of this
name have been found. W. Tomlinson of Coundon not only
supplied the bricks for, but actually built the Old Market Hall
in 1867. Only one brick of this name has been found in our
searches.

At the time of our survey, a new sewer was being dug across
the area once called Spitalmoor and this enabled us to find
many named bricks that I am sure would otherwise have been
lost. A complete list of all bricks found is given at the end of
this report.

Most of these brickworks were in existence throughout the
19th. century, but few continued to function after 1908.
Hemmings and Son are now the sole survivors and are still in
business in Stoney Stanton Road. They occupy a large site of 40
acres or more between Foleshill Road and Priestly’s bridge and
carry out all the processes.of brickmaking from quarrying their
own clay to making the finished article. They make some



200000 bricks per week. The firm was established in 1880 and
most of the buildings, including the chimney, are of that date -
although some, of course, had to be rebuilt after damage
during the last war. The present Mr. Hemmings comes from a
long line of brickmakers. A predecessor was a travelling
brickmaster employed by the early canal companies to make
bricks for bridges etc. and a later member of the family did the
same for the railway builders. Mr. Harry Webster lived at what
is now the Royal Court Hotel, Keresley.

The once great industry that helped to build Coventry has
nearly gone, leaving but a few signs of it's passing. Perhaps
Days Lane and Priestly’s Bridge are the last silent witnesses to a
‘History in Brick’.

Named bricks found in Coventry:

Coventry

Wilkins; Wilkins & Webster; W&W; Webster & Hemmings
Victoria Brickworks

C. Gray Hill

G.B. Tew

Tomlinson

T. Rollason

J. Burke

Longford

Foleshill Brick and Tile Company

No note is made of the destination of the bricks, but WIAS
does hold examples from the Wilkins/ Websters/Hemmings
works; Victoria Brickworks; C. Gray Hill; and the Foleshill
Brick and Tile Company. Specimens from other yards
gratefully received, especially any marked Lord Leigh!!

An Unseen Sculpture

With the demolition of many of the early buildings that made
up AP in Leamington Spa, it is re-assuring to know that there
remains at least one reminder of glories past. Many are not
aware of the sculpture that lies behind the hedge on the
Tachbrook Road, and these extracts remind us of its place in
AT’s history.

THE LOCKHEED FOUNTAIN AT
THE FESTIV AL OF BRITAIN

The 1951 Festival of Britain Gardens at
Battersea Parlk had a felicitous feature — the
bronze fountain in the centre of the 26 ft.
diameter pool at the focal point of the gardens.
This fine sculpture of a bronze mermaid was
commissioned from the well-known artist,
Arthur Fleischmann, by the Lockheed
Hydraulic Brake Co., Ltd. as a tribute to the
skill and industry of the people of Britain.
Mr. W. Emmott, Managing Director of the
A.P. Group, inaugurated the fountain by
turning on the water




Edinburgh’s Leamington Bridge

The Union was one of the last canals to be bult in Britam ana
stretches 31 miles between Edinburgh and Falkirk It does nos
follow natural contours but carves its wav through cuttings
and across embankments, with three impressive aqueducts
over the Avon and Almond Rivers and the Water of Leith

Ot the bridges en route, perhaps the most interesting 1s the
leamington Lift Bridge. It has no connections with our
Midland Spa town, but carries the Leamington Road across the
Canal. Originally located near the city basin it was moved to ite
present site in 1922. The bridge was electrically operated and
was raised between gantries on either side ot the road. It has
not been raised for many years.
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Watchmaking in Coventry

Watchmaking was one the most important of Coventry's
industries, forming a crucial part of the city’s industrial
heritage, and WIAS has built up links with the Coventry
Watch Museum Project Ltd. One of the difficulties that the
Museum Project has faced for some while has been the lack of
a suitable home for the collection of watches, watchmaking
equipment, photographs, documents and information that
they gathered together over time.

It is a pleasure to report, therefore, that the Museum Project
has finally managed to secure its own temporary museum at
76 Lower Precinct in Coventry. The rent-free premises were
opened to the public on Saturday May Ist 1999. The opening
ceremony was conducted by Viscount Alan Midleton, the
society’s patron and chairman of the council of the British
[Horological Institute. During the ceremony, chairman Paul
Shhfflebotham emphasised that this marked a turning point
for the Museum Project - the first step on the way to a
permanent location for the exhibits.

The museum is currently open from 10.00 a.m. until 4.00 p.m.
on Saturdays. The Coventry Watch Museum project always
welcomes new members and is currently looking for
volunteers to help with the staffing of the temporary
museum. It is hoped that this will enable opening times to be
extended, and to provide assistance with cataloguing the
collection.

(The Lower Precinct is also of interest in itself as a significant
example of retail development in the post-war period).
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Registered Charity No: 1058665
Patron Viscount Midleton

the Covenfry Watch Museum Project Ltd
presents.....

~ MOMENTS

“..a journey
through one of
Coventry’s most
illustrious
industries...”

“...a truly
fascinating
experience.”

At 76 LOWER PRECINCT, COVENTRY

'FREE ENTRY
OPEN FROM 12 p.m. SATURDAY 1ST MAY
ALL SATURDAYS THROUGH SUMMER 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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COVENTRY’S MACHINE TOOL INDUSTRY

The Glory Years 1880 to 1980

by
Arthur Astro

At one time Warwickshire was a major area for machine tool
manufacture in the UK. Coventry was one of the county’s
principal centres of production, and in the City the industry
flourished for about 100 years, roughly from 1880 to 1980.
Today, those seeking evidence of the great days of machine
tool manufacture in Coventry would be hard put to find any
evidence, in terms of its original buildings, to show that such
an industry had ever existed.

At the height of Coventry’s power as a UK machine tool
building centre, four companies of international renown
dominated the scene; namely Wickman Ltd, Webster &
Bennett Ltd, Coventry Gauge & Tool Ltd, and Alfred Herbert
Ltd. Of the first three, not a brick of their original buildings
remains to be seen, all three sited having been razed and
either re-developed or left barren. Of Alfred Herbert Ltd, by far
the greatest of the quartet, a minuscule remnant only
survives. Somewhat ironically, that fragment still contains
the private living quarters of the Company’s founder, the
legendary Sir Alfred Herbert who, in his later years, occupied
it for a night or two each week after commuting to Coventry
from his large country estate in Hampshire.

15



THE JEWEL IN THE CROWN

The headquarters, principal manufacturing facility and ‘jewel
in the crown’ of Alfred Herbert in Coventry was the Edgwick
Works (see site sketch), occupying a 40-acre site about two
miles north of the City centre. It was bounded on the west by
the Foleshill Road, on the east by the Stoney Stanton Road, to
the north by the Coventry Canal, and to the south by Cross
Road. The site was divided roughly into one quarter and three
quarters by a private road, a north/south extension of Canal
Road, leading off Cross Road. The larger section, to the east of
canal Road, contained all the main workshops, machining
bays, assembly bays, works administration offices, the pattern
shop, and two iron foundries, one for large castings and one
for small. In the 1990s, most of the buildings in this section
were demolished and the site was re-developed as a large
modern industrial estate.

The smaller section of Edgwick Works, to the west of the
private road, contained Herbert’s business administration
blocks, design and drawing offices, directors’ offices, Board
Room, research and development centre, publicity
department, and Sir Alfred’s personal pied a terre.

It is in this western section that a few of the original buildings
are still to be seen. Some are empty and deteriorating and
others have been carved up into a multitude of small .
industrial units. There is one section, however, built in the
early 1920s, which today remains much as it was in the
company’s heyday.
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It is a terrace of single storey buildings (see photo and C on site
map), which once housed the directors’ offices and at the
centre of which is a 2-storey section (D). The top floor of the
latter was designed and built specifically as a self-contained
flat for Sir Alfred and Lady Herbert’s occupation on their visits
to Coventry. Sir Alfred, even in his late 80s (he died in 1957,
aged 91), made these visits both to maintain his grip on the
machine tool empire he had created and, sometimes in
company with lady Herbert, to fulfil their civic and social
duties as major benefactors to the City of Coventry.

In the photos of the buildings C and D, the name Project
Aerospace appears on the front of the building. This company
operated from these offices, including fro Sir Alfred’s private
apartments, before moving to a larger and modern unit
nearby on Edgwick site.

At the southern end of this terrace, and separate from it, two
further original buildings still stand. One is a rather
undistinguished post-war detached 2-storey block (B), set back
from the private road and originally having a rose garden in
front. This was the dining room for Herbert directors and a
hospitality centre for visiting customers. Since the collapse of
Herberts (in 1983), the ground and first floors of this building
have been occupied by a succession of small businesses, mostly
started by members of the Asian community which is strongly
represented in the Foleshill district of Coventry. At the time of
writing, the ground floor is unoccupied and the first floor is a
health and fitness centre. The other original building in this
area (A), is also detached, fronts directly on to the private road,
and was designed in the 1920s to house the chemical and
metallurgical test laboratories, also the Publicity department of
Alfred Herbert Ltd. This building has been occupied -
sporadically in the last decade but is currently vacant.
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1 WU LI LUniginal pulaIngs stil stand to the east of Canal
Road, namely those marked (E), in which tooling for Herbert
machines was made, and the block (F) which was purpose-
built post-war to house the company’s research and
development department. Buildings in E are occupied by

small businesses, but block F has been “To Let’ for many years.

As a footnote it may be mentioned that for many years Alfred
Herbert Ltd., Coventry, was the largest machine tool
manufacturer in Europe, with a workforce of over 11,000 and,
for a brief time after the second world war, was probably the
largest in the world.

The position regarding the sites of the remaining three major
Coventry machine tool companies mentioned above is as
follows:

Webster and Bennett Ltd (vertical turning and boring
machines), had its factory on a large site in Northey Road,
Coventry. Over the years, the factory became surrounded by
residential properties and after the company encountered
difficulties, and was absorbed into the Wickman Group, the
site was cleared and redeveloped as private housing. The
company name lives on in a new firm with facilities on the
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate, Coventry.

A.C.Wickman Ltd (multi-spindle automatic lathes, centreless
grinding machines, optical profile grinding machines) began
life in 1925 in Charterhouse Works, Northfield Road, off
Charterhouse Road, renting space from James J. Guest & Co,
makers of grinding machines, transport equipment and special
tools.
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In 1938/9 it moved to its massive factory, set in landscaped
grounds on the outskirts of the City, in Banner Lane,
Coventry. All the buildings are now demolished and the site
is scheduled for re-development. The company name lives on
(as Wickman Machines Ltd) in a new firm located on the
Three Spires Industrial Estate, Ibstock Road, Coventry.

Coventry Gauge & Tool Ltd. (thread grinding machines, CNC
lathes. CNC machining centres and jig boring machines), was
founded by Harry (later Sir Harry) Harley, a Herbert ex-
apprentice. The firm began life in Earlsdon on land between
Earlsdon Street and Warwick Street, with the (much altered)
buildings still surviving to this day. The firm had a chequered
history during the 1980s and early 1990s. The subject of several
take-overs, it was finally known as TI Matrix Churchill Ltd,
with effective ownership by a Middle Eastern nation. Its
ultimate demise followed a cause celébre in which it was
accused of illegally exporting machines for the production of
armaments. Its massive factory on Fletchamstead Highway,
Coventry, remained empty for several years. At one time it
was used for Sunday car boot sales, then it became
progressively vandalised, and eventually it suffered a fire
which left only the shell standing. It was finally demolished in
early 1998 and the site has since been re-developed. The right
to manufacture some of the Company’s machine designs was
acquired by BSA Tools Ltd, Mackadown Lane, Birmingham.

A SURVIVOR
One of the last, if not the last, long-established Coventry
machine tool builders still in private hands has a medium-

sized factory in Lythalls Lane, Coventry. Known as Hey
Machine Tools Ltd it has not only survived the vicissitudes of

19



the industry but also resisted take-overs. It makes a range of
specialised machine tools used principally by the automotive
industries worldwide. Originally known as Hey Engineering
Co, it was founded in 1926 by George Hey, and its registration
certificate records it as having ‘works and offices in Edmonton
and Coventry’.

In Coventry it initially had a small design office in Queen’s
Road, but some time in the early 1930s George Hey acquired
the front portion of the present buildings in Lythalls Lane (see
photo), to provide enlarged facilities for his designers and
draughtsmen. The larger portion of the building, which is to
the rear and consists of a number of north-light bays, was still
occupied at that time by (it is believed), the long-established
Coventry firm Astleys. Over the years this rear portion was
progressively acquired by Hey to become a machine shop and
machine assembly area. Shortly after the second world war,
the company was bought from George Hey by its chief
designer, Mr. S.B. Wright (died 1989), who became a well-
known ‘character’ in the machine tool industry. When Mr.
Wright retired there was a management buy-out, which has
continued to run the company successfully.

Editor’s note;

Arthur Astrop continues to research the machine tool
industry of Coventry, and is always willing to hear from
anyone with memories, information, documents or
photographs. He can be contacted via the Secretary of WIAS
(address at the back of this book) or via e-mail. His address is
Arthur@astropa.freeserve.co.uk

Arthur will be updating us on his research at the March 2000
meeting of the Society.
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MULTIPLE

DRILL HEADS

JIGS -FIXTURES-

SPECIAL TOOLS
VVE e . ponuscrs

Adjustable and Fixed Centres, any

number of spindles, any capacity,
to suit any make of drilling
machine.

We lay out processes, design and
manufacture equipment for any ~ HEY ENGINEERING Co. Ltd.
product. Design and build Special " QUEEN,S ROAD - COVENTRY
Machines. ’ )

‘Phone or write . . . Phone : Coventry 3567

An advert from the 1930s for Hey machine tools
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