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It seems to have taken a remarkably long time to
come to fruition, but this is the first issue of what I hope will be a
long series of Quarterly Bulletins from the Warwickshire
Industrial Archaeology Society.

The Bulletin seeks to draw together items of local and
general interest, to publicise forthcoming events, and to record
the work of the Society. It will be published in Spring,- a little late
this year, perhaps! - Summer, Autumn and Winter of each year.
Needless to say, its success will depend on the contributions of

EDITORIAL

others, and anyone who would like to write articles, to provide:
news items, or simply to suggest improvements to the Bulletin
should immediately abandon all feelings of reticence, modesty or

embarrassment and put pen to paper - or finger to keyboard!

I expect most of you will already have passed '
judgement on the title of the Bulletin. It is intended to provide a

(tenuous) link with the Logo of the Society - the Gasworks at
Warwick. Please suggest an alternative if it upsets you too much!
Just for the sake of comparison, we include the first
editorial of the Journal of Industrial Archaeology of June 1964.
Many of the sentiments expressed there seem to apply to the
efforts of W.ILA.S. nearly 30 years later.
_ This first issue makes no apology for dwelling briefly
on the meaning of Industrial Archaeology, and the Society’s

approach to the subject. I hope subsequent issues will build on

these modest beginnings. I look forward to hearing from you.

Martin Green

The Journal of Industrial Archaeology

DURING THE PAST TWO OR THREE YEARs, the new subject, or, as some people
might say, the newly christened subject, of Industrial Archaeology has aroused a
degree of interest which has surprised even its own partisans.

The study of the physical remains of an enormously rich and varied industrial
past has proved an attraction to engineers, historians, economists, photographers,
railway devotees, geographers, antique-dealers, schoolboys, professors, indus-
trialists—a most encouraging and useful mixture of experts and amateurs, all
anxious to take part in the urgent process of locating, recording and, where
possible, preserving the buildings and equipment which keep the story of techno-
logical development alive, properly documented, and meaningful.

This Journal has been established in order to make it easier for those engaged in
Industrial Archaeology to publish the results of their work and to keep in touch
with the activities of other individuals and groups who are active in the same field.

It does not seem very profitable, in such a periodical as this, to argue where
Industrial Archaeology rightfully begins and economic history ends. We ourselves
shall be interested in such theological argument only in passing. In considering an
article, review or item of news for publication we shall follow two fairly simple,
and, we hope, intelligible criteria.

(1) Is it concerned with evidence which has actually survived, and which can
be seen, touched and photographed?

(2) Does it report original field-work of some kind, however modest, or,
alternatively, does it seem likely to lead to such field-work?

Within this framework, we shall be pleased to receive any material for possible
inclusion in the Journal. It is hoped that the present issue may provide a number of
helpful clues as to the range of our interests, but, in any case of doubt, a letter to the
publisher will produce a rapid answer as to whether this piece of work or that
event comes within the scope of Industrial Archaeology

We shall be particularly happy to print information about the beginnings ?f the
newer or, from an archaeological point of view, more frequently neglected indus-
tries. Gas, plastics, aircraft-manufacture and electronics are examples which come
easily to mind. Food-processing is another.

We have noted a recent expert judgment on the attitude of businessmen towards
history. “*Robustly concerned with forecasting the technical and social change of
the immediate future, busy with the immediate situation revealed by their order
books and cost-sheets, they may ask of what use to them is even the most cursory
glance backwards at gmndfather's way of doing things. To the practical man,
Henry Ford was'right; history is irrelevant’ ! Without disagreeing with the ge.neral
truth of this, we ourselves have come across a sufficiently large number of business-
men with strongly marked historical interests to encourage us to believe that the
present Journal should be found interesting and helpful among the people w‘ho are
the most important of all from the point of view of the Industrial'Archacologst, the
people who earn their living where most of his material is, in industry and com-
merce. .

We see Industrial Archaeology as a living, humane subject which provxd'es a
multitude of thought-provoking links between past and present. We agr.ee cntlre?y
with two industrial journalists, when they tell us that ‘every firm has its roots in
the past, every factory, every industrial town is somehow invisibly but potentially
scarred by that revolution; its ghosts can take up residence in the most modern

lass-and-aluminium welfare and works-council ridden plant’.2 .

The Journal of Industrial Archaeology may, we hope, make it a littlc'easier for
modern people to come to terms with these ghosts and even to make friends with
them.
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What exactly is this subject that takes up so much
of our time?

As some readers may be new to industrial
archaeology, I thought it might be worthwhile to try and give
some idea of the nature of the subject, and to set out the role that
the Warwickshire Industrial Archaeology Society (WIAS) seeks to
perform.

The subject of industrial archaeology is a relatively
new discipline, with the term probably invented by a Professor of
Latin at Birmingham University, Dr. Donald Dudley, who was also
Director of its Extra-Mural Department. The term was first used in
print by a member of that Department, Mr. Michael Rix, in an
article for the Amateur Historian in 1955. Needless to say, ever
since the term was introduced, debate has raged about its precise
meaning, and it is difficult to find a universally accepted
definition of industrial archaeology. I feel sure that a quick
survey of opinion amongst members of the Society would produce
just as much debate! A subsequent article by Michael Rix for
the Historical Association in 1967 gave the following definition.

“Industrial archaeology may be defined as recording,
preserving in selected cases and interpreting the sites and
structures of early industrial activity, particularly the monuments
of the Industrial Revolution.”

This is very close to the definition used by the Society
in all its printed material:

“Industrial archaeology is the study , recording and
preservation of the remains of our industrial past.”

(Anon 1990)

Most recently, the Association for Industrial
Archaeology has committed itself to the following, and perhaps
this will become the accepted definition:

“Industrial archaeology is a period study embracing

the tangible evidence of social, economic and technological

development in the period since industrialisation.”

(Industrial Archaeology: Working for the Future
(1991) p 1) :
However, none of these definitions quite seems to
capture the real attraction of the subject, and I am often drawn to
a paragraph written by Dr. Neil Cossons in his opening chapter of
the BP Book of Industrial Archaeology:
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“The physical remains of industrialisation far
transcend in importance their role as historical evidence, and this
has provided the primary motivating spirit behind the widespread
interest in industrial archaeology as a study. To an increasing
number of people the engines and machines, factories, mills and'
warehouses, canals and railways which came to dominate the
landscape in the last two centuries have become profoundly
significant as part of our cultural heritage; they are implanted in
the subconscious of innumerable ordinary people who, with no
background of scholarship or training in artistic or architectural
appreciation, find themselves responding aesthetically to the
sweep of a railway curve through a wooded valley, to the
triumphant striding of a viaduct, to the sound and smells of a
perfectly running mill engine or the rhythm and symmetry of an
eighteenth-century textile mill...... They represent the skill and
inventiveness and suffering of the first Industrial Revolution.
Their study and preservation is the justification for industrial
archaeology.”

N.Cossons: BP Book of Industrial Archaeology (2nd
edition) pp 13-14

(Incidentally, Neil Cossons is about to produce a third
edition of this book , with the usual additions, deletions and
corrections. I hope he does not decide to alter the above!)

The sentiments expressed very much reflect the
approach of the Warwickshire Industrial Archaeology Society.
Very few members have any professional qualifications in
disciplines related to industrial archaeology, but they all share a
committed enthusiasm for the subject. This is based, in some cases,
on personal experience of the industries concerned, whilst, for
others it is simply a leisure interest, brinking occasionally on an
all-consuming passion.The Society was formed in 1989, with three
specific aims:

1. To stimulate interest in the subject of
industrial archaeology.

2. To initiate a survey of sites of interest within
Warwickshire. ’

3. To establish a regular pattern of meetings to
develop members’ knowledge,
understanding and enjoyment of the subject.

The Society is affiliated to the Association for

Industrial Archaeology, and enjoys the benefits of the

Conferences and Publications of that Association.
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