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EDITORIAL

I did not believe them when they said that the second issue would be more
difficult to produce than the first! Full of good intentions, 1 began to gather
material soon after the first issue of Retort!, but a combination of technical
and editorial difficulties produced a series of unanticipated delays. It will not
have escaped your notice that summer has now passed, and may even be a
distant memory, but I have been brave enough to call this the Summer 1993
edition in the hope that the “quarterly” aspect of our title can be ma@ntalned!

A great deal has happened in the months since the last edition, with a busy

programme of meetings , visits and walks. There has also been a major

initiative by the Association for Industrial Archaeology to improve the

recording of industrial sites. This will be the subject of a “special” Autumn o

edition of Retort!.

As you will see from the contents of this edition, several members have kindlyf._f
submitted articles, and I am extremely grateful to all concerned. Perhaps the

winter months will encourage others to do likewise.

Our membership grows - but only slowly - and should you know of any -
potential candidates for membership, do please pass their names to Mark
Abbott, our treasurer and membership secretary. We have tried to spread the -
word into the “far north” of the county, with talks on Atherstone anjd{f ;
Nuneaton; walks at Rugby and Newbold-on-Avon; and a stand at the Local
History Fair at Rugby. It would be good to increase our membeg'shlp from that .
part of the county. Perhaps we should hold one meeting a year in that area?

A final word - one member actually reported that he liked the title Retort!,

and others were too polite to pass comment, so the name stays!

Martin Green

A busy summer

Since the last edition of Retort!, the Society has engaged in a number of
meetings, visits and walks. The series of meetings has continued to produce a
range of topics of interest to all, and credit must go to the Chairman, Toby
Cave, for master-minding the most difficult task of all - the selection of visiting
speakers. Special thanks must also go to those members who led the walks
during the summer period. A small booklet covering Peter Chater’s walk from
Newbold on Avon has been produced, and is available to members.

Visits have been made to the Southam Cement Works and the Ford foundry
at Leamington, plus a tour of the IA of Rugby, which tested the navigational
skills of all concerned. Members who were unable to visit either Southam or
Rugby might wish to know that information supplied on those visits is
available via Martin Green.

Some reflections on the Southam visit have been supplied for publication:

“The chimney at the Southam Cement Works is one of the most prominent
modern industrial landmarks of the area, and the Rugby Cement Company’s
Open Day on was a real chance for members to improve their knowledge and
interpretation of the processes at work. The estimated tour time was greatly
exceeded by all those members who visited the works, and most included a visit
to the quarry as well. Our Treasurer managed to get lost in the bowels of the
Filter Press Building, but the Chairman built up some very useful contacts in
developing his history of the cement industry in Warwickshire. Photographers
were well in evidence, and hopefully we will witness the end-products at some
stage during the winter meetings. For those unable to attend, a strong
recommendation is made to visit the Open Day next year.”

Some photographs are also included. The technical difficulty of photo-copying

photographs has proved a real stumbing block for this edition, and the
production team apologises for any reduction in quality.
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