- many on the initiative of our Ch

to try and i 1mprove our knowledge of the north of t.he county, and we
“: ‘have ventured more willingly into Coventry, even though boundary
- changes do, of course, exclude the City from Warwickshire. We have

. would welcome any comments on the structure and timing of future
* °_ summer programmes. For next year, we have tried to the extend the

: : 'j'; meetmgs do provzde us. thh our main points of contact.

g cannot let th1s editorial pass w1thout mention of IRIS To be perfectly -
P f;f:*honest the response. from within the Society to the IRIS initiative has
- been modest. We should not be discouraged, however, and Jane
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Thrs edltonal is writteﬂ after a summer tha has been a busy one for s
- the Society. A range of d:ﬁ'erent sits and walks-have béen arranged

an, Mr. Tuby Cave, and I hope "
~that members feel that they have been well served. We have cont,mued[,

~ alse entertained our first visitors from another industrial
archaeolcgy group the Greater London Industnal Archaeology
Socnety ‘ \ _ .

i .Some of t,he events have been better support,ed than others, and we -

" number of indoor meetings to cover much of the year, for tbese .

. Robson (IRIS Pro;ect Asmstant) has sent Retort' an IRIS Update, -
: -f,t,ogethe wnth the opport,umty for the Socxety to gam free membershlp
: - Are h

me: for the formanon of a group w1thm
c espons:b}hty of developmg the IRIS 5

' f Retort! Perhaps the time ha
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“Stepping into the Unknown “

The visit of the
Greater London Industrial Archaeology Society
(GLIAS)
Sunday July 9th 1994

I would not say that I was overjoyed when I first received the letter.
David Perrett, Secretary of GLIAS, thought that a visit to the Midlands
would be an ideal outing for his group’s annual summer excursion.
The construction of the M40 had made Warwickshire very

accessible, and he thought we might have some sites of particular
interest.

This really focussed the mind. If we were to entertain visitors, which
sites should we place at the top of our list? Fortunately, some of the
pressure was taken off by a stated desire to cross over the border into
Worcestershire to visit the Forge Mill Needle Museum at Redditch.
This was selected as the option for the morning, and it was clear that
we needed to focus the afternoon’s visit on a relatively small area
within Warwickshire. I decided that a visit based on Warwick would
be most appropriate, with the opportunity to have a lunchtime stroll
through the county town. Four sites were selected, with the first one -
the Bearley or Edstone Aqueduct -“en route” from Redditch. In the
end, there was insufficient time to include this, and the coach moved
directly to Warwick. After a brief look at the Warwick Gas Works,
the visitors walked up through Warwick, and met again after lunch
at the bottom of Mill Street. Two separate groups of 25 went into
Warwick Castle Mill to hear the latest news of progress on the
renovation project, and Mr. Stafford Holmes provided us with a
fascinating tour. We were very grateful to the general manager at
Warwick Castle, Mr. Ralph Armond, for permission to visit the

Mill. We then moved on to Chesterton Windmill where a long ladder
awaited those with a head for heights. We were similarly grateful to
the County Council for permission to go inside Chesterton Windmill.

Everybody seemed to enjoy themselves, and we were indeed fortunate
that the visit was blessed with fine weather. I certainly learnt a good
deal about the organisation of such trips, and I must have looked a



worried man waiting at Redditch Needle Mill with the coach already
half-an-hour behind schedule!

I have had several letters from GLIAS members thanking us for the
visit, and I would like to add my own thanks to members for their
support at the Castle Mill and Chesterton. One visitor was so
impressed that he would like to book a week-end visit next year for the
Surrey Industrial Archaeology Society. Sounds if we shall really have
to get our act together...!

The information provided for the visitors included details of all the
sites, and we reproduce here the summaries of two of these - the
Warwick Gas Works and the Bearley or Edstone Aqueduct.

The Warwick Gas Works

These notes are drawn from the “Warwick Gas Company: Formation
and Early History” by J.S.Goode (April 1985) (copyright).

Though not the first gas works constructed in the country, the
installations at Warwick are a very early example of the industry,
and are the earliest known surviving gas works buildings. Because
of their significance, they were selected as the motif for the
Warwickshire Industrial Archaeology Society.

The new gas works in Warwick were built by the Barlow Brothers,
and started producing gas on Thursday 28th March 1822. The occasion
is reported in the Warwick Advertiser of 30th. March 1822.

“The streets of this borough were partially lighted with gas on
Thursday night and also last night by way of experiment, and the
result must have proved hugely gratifying both to the inhabitants and
the individuals by whom the town is lighted. The light, in our opinion ,
exceeds in brilliance any we have before seen, and the contrast
afforded in one instance, where two or three oil lamps were burning,
was admirably calculated to prove (were such proof necessary) its vast
superiority. The lamps, which are very large, are constructed upon the
newest principle, and the roofs being glazed, the rays of light
illuminate the upper part of the houses and the atmosphere, the

reflection from which greatly adds to the light in the streets. A great
number of people, attracted by the novelty of the circumstance, were
assembled on the occasion. The lighting will commence generally
throughout the town this evening.”

Soon afterwards, the Barlow Brothers relinquished ownership to the
newly-formed Warwick Gas Company (made up of subscriptions
from local residents). The gas works were purchased for £10,000.
One of the earliest decisions was to extend gas provision to
Leamington, even though this adjacent town had its own gas works
(opened in 1819). The 5 inch mains extension was completed and the
lamps lit by Warwick gas at the top of Union Parade, Leamington on
27th. January 1824 were 3 miles 600 yards from their source of supply.

The clearest indication of the lay-out of the gas works is provided by
the map of 1851, with the two (enclosed) octagonal gasometers, with the
retort house set back behind them. No buildings of this enclosed type
were built after 1840, both because the practice was considered unsafe
and because gas holders were becoming too large to be enclosed.

The two “gasometers” and the more modern buildings that connect
them have survived until the present day. The gas holder houses are
Grade 2 listed structures.

As Alec Clifton-Taylor remarked:

“The material prosperity of the nineteenth century involved the
uglification of many towns, not only in England but all over the
world. The towns that came off best, visually, were those like
Warwick which did not expand very much. But it is hard to think of
any place with a frontispiece to its Gas Works as elegant as that
which happily survives in Warwick in the street called Saltisford. It
is of brick, faced with Parker’s Roman cement, and painted white.
Though no longer the Gas Works, these are still commercial
premises, which must give pleasure to every visually aware person
who passes this way.”






