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”Industrlal archaeology is a period study embracing the tangible evidence of
social, economic and technological development from the onset of
industrialisation to the recent past.”

What does the subject cover?

In addition to providing such a definition, the Association has also
gone to considerable pains to identify the range of activities that may be
included within industrial archaeology. This has been part of a process of
trying to establish a systematic record of all industrial sites in the country.
This is the Index Record for Industrial Sites or IRIS. The Society’s
contribution to this record has been modest (to say the least), and it is the
desire to contribute more fully and more effectively to IRIS that has
prompted this attempt at a preliminary survey of the county’s sites. The
hope is the various articles in Retort! on local sites will be the catalyst for a
burst of activity as others note the errors and deficiencies in the list.

Some aspects of the industrial archaeology of Warwickshire have
been covered expertly elsewhere; others have been hardly touched at all. Of
the former group, the county’s windmills and watermills have been
painstakingly researched and listed. Railways and Canals have also tended
to attract a fair degree of attention, with almost every railway branch line
seeming to deserve a volume of its own. On the other hand, there is little
written, for example, about the brick-making or cement industries of the
county, and the work of many local ironfounders remains largely unknown. It
is the aim of these articles to take an area of activity, provide a simple
introduction, and to list those sites that remain.We hope that they will
indicate the diversity of Warwickshire’s industrial activities, and present
the material in a very simple and accessible way.

There are various ways that the activities included within
industrial archaeology can be classified. The Assocation for Industrial
Archaeology has provided a comprehensive list, but as a means of keeping
the subject within manageable proportions - and as a way of focussing on
Warwickshire industry - the following simplified list might be adopted.
Should you feel that there are glaring omissions, please let me know,
although I might ask you to provide some information on the industries
concerned!

Warwickshire’s Industrial Archaeology
A list of activities

1. Extractive industries

2. Power - wind, water, steam

3. Transport - road, canal, rail, air - and Communications

4. Textiles

5. Iron and steel

6. Engineering

7. Cycle and motor

8. Miscellaneous manufacturing e.g. needles; watches.

9. Agriculture and agriculturally-based industries e.g. tanning;
brewing; timber.

10. Public utilities - water, gas, electricity supply; waste
disposal.

11. Distribution - wholesale and retail

12. Industrial communities e.g. housing; recreation facilities

1. Extractive industries

A useful starting point is to take those activities associated with
the geological make-up of the county. One of the great dangers of this is to
drift into a complicated geological history of the area, but we are mainly
concerned with the outcome of the geological past rather than its causes.

A simple surface geological map would show a broad band of
limestone running NE-SW in the south of the county (including the Cotswold
fringe), the clays and sand and gravels occupying the Tame and Avon
valleys, and a central block of harder sandstone, together with the volcanic
rocks and coals and shales, in the northern half of the county. An easily
accessible introduction to the geology of the county can be found in the
Warwickshire Museum in Warwick, where a tape-slide show is available
for visitors. (Similarly, younger industrial archaeologists can gain a great
deal from the booklet ‘Windows on Warwickshire’, which covers many
features of Warwickshire’s past and present, including its industrial
history.

Evidence of the quarrying of rocks for building is relatively scarce.
Most of these quarries have long since closed down, and, apart from the man-






