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,.recem Locai Hxsbury Fair a member of the public strolled casually up
the WIAS stall and 1mmedlately posed a very simple and direct question:
“What exactly do you do in your Society?” I paused for a moment and then
faunched into a long list of all the Society’s activities. It was only when
had departed - apparently satisfied ... even impressed ... with what I hac
~sdid - that I wondered whether I had given him a slightly false plcture ol
s what actually | goes on. :

: 90 what does the Warwickshire Industrial Archaeo]ogy Society really do?

. e atthe heart of the Socxety’s activities is the regular monthly meeting
_held for all but two summer months of the year. Details of 1997/8's Vi
programme is included in this edition. The Chairman, Toby Cave, is s
‘ instmmtal in maintaining the volume and variety of the programme. e

. the monthly meetings not only enjoy the benefits of visiting speakers, but |

- also allows members to present topics to the Society as a whole. Several Y

- members of the Society pursue individual research topics and the Society
o mes to giwe support to-these projects.

project has been the Bridges of Warwickshire Project, co-ordinated

- ;‘,'-andrmash!klmnéed by Roger Cragg. This has been a considerable success.

» the Society has held a number of visits and walks, mainly in the summer,
and Peter Chater has been our guide on many of these occasions.

* the Society belongs to the Association for Industrial Archaeology, and
exhibited for the first time in 1996 at the Annual Conference.

e the Society publishes an occasional bulletin - Retort! - which relies
heavily on contributions from members. Pamphlets are also produced, and in
1997 the first Occasional Paper - John Brace’s ‘Seven Springs’ - eventually
made it to the bookstalls.

» the Society attends a range of Local History Fairs in order to try and
spread the word. The Society’s display material has been greatly enhanced
by the photographic skills and meticulous preparation of our Treasurer,
Mark Abbott.

» the Society has been asked to speak at a number of Local Groups, including
recent visits to Polesworth and Harbury. The Secretary usually takes on this
responsibility.

You might argue that this list is quite sufficient. The Society brings the
subject of industrial archaeology to the attention of at least a few, has
carried out some important research, and the meetings provide a chance to
broaden knowledge, to sample Richard Storey’s bookstall, as well as to meet
and exchange views in a friendly, relaxed atmosphere.

Do the members of the Society need more than this?

We would be eager to hear your views. For their part, the officers of the
Society feel that two aspects deserve urgent attention:

1. A real gap in the functioning of the Society is that the process of recording
of sites tends to be a fairly intermittent and random affair - apart from the
bridge survey. Those with long memories will remember the early days of
the Society and our attempts to record sites by parish. The wheel seems to
have turned full circle as we plan to embark on a Gazetteer of 1A sites in
Warwickshire. The members’ slot at each meetmg may be occupied by these
attempts to build up the database.

2. A genuine effort is to be made to increase the published output of the
Society, probably via more pamphlets, occasional papers and issues of
Retort! This will culminate in the eventual publication of the Gazetteer.

Martin Green



\

What exactly is a Gazetteer?

What an awful word gazetteer is! Not present in all dictionaries, it can be
found nestling between gazelle and gazump and is ‘a book or section of a book
that lists and describes places’. So there is no great fear in understanding
what is involved. A Gazetteer of 1A sites in Warwickshire would simply be
a list of sites, grouped according; to locality or according to industry.

The AIA has produced a numbe:\' of guides to the various areas in which the
Annual Conference is held each year, and a Gazetteer provides the main
body of these guides. A brief perusal through these guides indicates that the
main focus should be on recording the most important sites. We should not be
shy of making a start simply because we know that we can never be
comprehensive in our coverage. The prospect of dealing with Coventry
probably frightens us all, but not Stratford upon Avon or Warwick. A list of -
textile sites in Warwickshire is far easier to compile than to launch into a
survey of the county’s ‘engineering industries’.

An introduction might read something like ...

In a manner that is probably true of many English counties, Warwickshire
exhibits considerable diversity of landscape and economic experience, and
this is reflected in its industrial archaeology. The coal-mining villages of
the north of the county provide a distinct contrast with the rural
communities of the Cotswold fringe of south Warwickshire. Larger
industrial centres such as Coventry, Nuneaton and Rugby present a very
different picture to that found in the more sedate towns of Warwick,
Stratford-upon-Avon and Leamington Spa.

Some aspects of the industrial archaeology of Coventry and Warwickshire
have been covered expertly elsewhere; others have been hardly touched on
at all. Of the former group, the county’s windmills and watermills have
been painstakingly researched and listed. Railways and canals have also -
. tended to attract a fair degree of attention, with almost every railway
branch line seeming to deserve a volume of its own. On the other hand, there
is little written, for example, about the brick-making or cement industries of
the county, and the work of many local ironfounders remains largely ‘
unknown. We hope that this gazetteer will go some way to providing a more
comprehensive survey of the full range of activities of interest to the
industrial archaeologist. ' '

It is always difficult to decide whether the analysis should be by industry or
by locality, but many members know particular regions better than others,
and perhaps a survey based on locality would be most appropriate at this

stage. It does not really matter which approach we use - there is no harm in
confirmation via overlap.

A list based on industry might be:

1. Extractive industries

2. Power - wind, water, steam

3. Transport - road, canal, rail, air - and Communications

4. Textiles

5. Iron and steel

6. Engineering

7. Cycle and motor :

8. Miscellaneous manufacturing e.g. needles; watches.

?i. Abgriculture and agriculturaily-based industries e.g. tanning; brewing;
mber. '

10. Public utilities - water, gas, electricity supply; waste disposal.

11. Distribution - wholesale and retail ' '

12. Industrial communities e.g. housing; recreation facilities

A list based on locality might take the following administrative divisions:

1. North Warwickshire

2. Nuneaton and Bedworth
3. Rugby

4. Coventry

5. Warwick

6. Stratford upon Avon






